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308 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

NOTES AND NEWS 

The Herbert Spencer lecture at Oxford University was delivered on 
March 15 by Professor J. Mark Baldwin. Taking for his subject " The 
Super-State and the ' Eternal Values,' " Professor Baldwin spoke of the 
distinction, on one hand, between instrumental and eternal or absolute 
values, and, on the other, between individual and super-individual values. 
Pointing out that these distinctions are not peculiarly German, he went on 
to show that with the advent of the present war it became evident that in 
the German conception the State is not a vehicle of simply individual or 
instrumental value. It is, according to the Germans, the expression of 
the full national will; it is value per se, summarizing in itself the two 
super-individual values. The monarch symbolizes this; no concession to 
the popular will is possible under such a conception, but the populace may 
be the recipient of free gifts from the State. Natural selection, or the 
survival of the fittest, is recognized, as, for example, in the victory of 
Turks over Arabs in the thirteenth century, or of Rome over Greece. 
Germany recognizes two kinds of fitness — military efficiency and organi- 
zation. The spiritual and ethical weapon is wielded by the State alone. 
Military necessity knows no moral law; "might is right," i. e., super-in- 
dividual might makes individual right. The observance of treaties is 
subordinate to the needs of the State; to be once a German is to be always 
of super-individual value; "Deutschland iiber Alles." So much for the 
German ideal. The opposed point of view makes itself felt in various 
domains, as in that of naturalization, where the experience of the war has 
proved that documentary evidence is useless; in that of arbitration; and 
in that of cultural relations between peoples. In fine, Germany says that 
the nation is instrumental to the State; the democratic belligerents op- 
posed to Germany hold that the State has an instrumental value only, and 
that it is instrumental to the nation. — Nature. 

Announcement is made of a prize of $1,000 for the best thesis written 
by a woman on a scientific subject, psychology being included among the 
subjects. The thesis must embody new observations and new conclusions 
based on independent laboratory research. Theses offered in competition 
must be in the hands of Dr. Lillian Welsh, Goucher College, Baltimore, 
Maryland, before February 25, 1917. 

Dr. Robert M. Ogden, professor of psychology in the University of 
Kansas, has been elected head of the department of education in Cornell 
University and will take up his work there at the beginning of the next 
academic year. Dr. William S. Foster, now instructor in psychology in 
Cornell University, has been made assistant professor of education. 

On March 21, Dr. Shepherd Ivory Franz, of Washington, D. C, ad- 
dressed the students of Swarthmore College on " The Psychology of De- 
lusions " and on March 28, Professor Warner Brown, of the University of 
California, on " The Psychology of Advertising." 



